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The leadership of the Detroit Police Department and 
the Detroit Police Chaplain Corps is to acquire 
persons who are ordained, available, committed, and 
have the following characteristics for this ministry.

Commitment 
Being dedicated, faithful, loyal to a cause, organization, making themselves 
available to the Detroit Police Department and Detroit Police Chaplain Corps.

Character
Moral: ethical quality, honorable man or women who believes in doing the right 
thing because it is right.

Chemistry
Mutual respect for each other in the spirit of teamwork, while working towards a 
nucleus of being on once accord for the betterment of producing excellence as a 
whole. 



Mission Statement

Promoting a more positive relationship between 
members of the Detroit Police Department and the 

community, aiding, and fostering the personal growth 
of law enforcement officers and rendering spiritual 

guidance where needed.



History of the Chaplains

• Began in 1949, and the first 3 Chaplains were appointed by the police 
commissioner.

• Police Chaplains were made official by the city ordinance by January 
1975, and to date we have 102 sworn Police Chaplains.

• Police Chaplains are assigned to all 12 precincts for service.

• To date there has been only 2 Police Chaplains killed/died in the line 
of duty:

• 1976 Police Chaplain William Paris

• 2020 Commander Chaplain Valerie Parks during Covid-19



Vision Statement

“I believe that we have the perfect machine in place to 
run our Chaplain Corps.  My role as Chief Chaplain is 
to enhance the vision that we have, and to tweak what 

component that is not working effectively,                                                         
so that we operate in the spirit of excellence.                                                    

We must raise the bar high to accomplish these goals.        
We aim to make a mark in the lives of others                 

that will never be erased.”

Chief Chaplain Lennell D. Caldwell



Looking at the Life of a Detroit Police Chaplain…



Detroit Police Department Executive Leaders

Police Chief

James E. White

1st Assistant Chief 

Todd Bettison

Commander

Kyra Hope
Support Services Division

Senior Corporal

Douglas Bartell

Lieutenant

Sharon McClure
Chief Neighborhood Liaison

Deputy Chief

Mark Bliss
Support Service Bureau

Sergeant

Gwen Stokes



Detroit Police Chaplain Executive Leaders

Chief Chaplain

Lennell D. Caldwell

1st Assistant Chief Chaplain

Avis R. Taylor
Assistant Chief Chaplain

Devay Myatt, Sr.



Detroit Police Chaplains



Detroit Police Chaplain Precinct Teams

Ready to 
serve…



Detroit Police Chaplain Precinct Teams

Dedicated and prepared…



Detroit Police Chaplain Command Staff

Deputy Chief Chaplain 
are responsible for 
2 PRECINCTS.

Example: 
DC Chaplain Roy Hill  
is assigned to   
Precinct 1 and 11.

A Commander 
Chaplain is assigned at 
each of the 12 
Precincts and can be 
notified at any 
moment to serve.



Detroit Police Ranks and Symbols

The Detroit Police 
Chaplain Corps aims to 
mimic the ranking of the 
Detroit Police 
Department, with the 
exception, of Captain, 
Lieutenant, Sergeant, 
Detective, Corporal and 
of course Police Officer.



Detroit Police Chaplain 
Roles and Responsibilities

• Bridge the gap between the police and the community 

• To exhibit the Ministry of Presence

• To serve our police and their families

• To assist at crime scenes to comfort the families of the victims

• Render the prayer at the Police Board of Commissioners weekly

• Respond to the death notice of the Detroit Police Dept. (officers and 
family members)

• Pray at every roll call, which includes every precinct and Headquarters

• Officiate funerals and weddings of Detroit Police Officers



Detroit Police Chaplain 
Roles and Responsibilities (continued)

• Serve in community activities and Police Dept. activities 
(including police week and Interfaith Memorial Service, 
and the International “Faith and Blue”)
• Participate in Memorials of Fallen Officers
•Attend Prayer Vigils

•Assist with Peer Support
•Assist with Ceasefire 
•Hospital visitations

•Hostage barricades
• Suicide Ideations



Detroit Police Chaplain 

Corps Precinct Assignments

Every Precinct has:
1 Deputy Chief Chaplain
1 Commander Chaplain 
4-8 Chaplains

Duties at the Precinct:
Minimum of 16 clock hours a month
Roll Call Prayer
Ministry of Presence
Participate in Community Meetings
Participate in Special Event – Provide meals
Encourage, assist, and hug



Detroit Police Chaplain Qualifications

• 5 years Ordination of their Faith

• Federal and Dept. Criminal Background Check

• Valid Drivers License

• 3 Character Reference Letters

• Letter from their Ministry Covering

• Interviewed by the Detroit Chaplain Executive Team

• One year probation before graduation and receive badge

• Finalized with their ability to Commitment, Character, 

Chemistry and a heart to serve.



Detroit Police Chaplain 
Training Requirements

• CPR

• Mental Health Awareness

• Gun Shot Wound and Tourniquet

• Narcan

• Firearms

• Ceasefire

• CISM (Critical Incident Stress Management)

Debriefing 

POST

• Military Drilling

• Senior Abuse and Aging Training

• Domestic Violence

• Aftercare



Community Impact
• Families involved in multi-shooting

• Commander Kyra Hope’s tragedy for loss of mother in house fire

• Former Chief of Police, James Craig (during the death of his Mom)

• Minister to Officer Waldis Johnson (during his 3-year hospital stay after 
being shot in the line of duty)

• Lt. Darwin Roché (after son was murdered)

• DTE employee, Oswald Moore, Sr., and the entire DTE Team (after 
employee was electrocuted)

• Ministered to the family and class of Sgt. Elaine Williams,  and attended 
prayer vigil

• Officiated Prayer Vigil and Balloon Release for 2 year old Brison Christian

• Assist with all Officers killed in the Line of Duty

• Assist with crowd control at multiple shootings

• Just to name a few…



The Recap Workday of a Life as a Chaplain

• Chaplain Executive Meeting on the 2nd Monday of each month

• Chaplain Command Staff Meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each month

• Chaplain General Meeting on the 3rd Monday of the month

• Perspective Precinct Meetings with Deputy Chief Chaplain, 
Commander Chaplain, and Team once a month

• Community Meetings each month

• Pray at Police Commissioner Meetings every Thursday

• Respond to Death Notices of the Police Department and attend the 
viewing (over 117 since 2018)



The Recap Workday of a Life as a Chaplain

• Attend and/or facilitate Prayer Vigils of Officers and victims of crime

• Attend all Police Academy Graduations and Promotions to render Invocation 
and/or sing National Anthem

• Complete a minimum of 16 hours at all 12 Precincts and Headquarters

• Called to Crime Scenes, Hospital runs, and Hostage negotiations, barricades

• Attend Debriefings with Officers for crimes or shootings

• Complete Aftercare to all victims served (2nd, 3rd, and 8th Precincts)

• Attend special services, events, and ceremonies requested by 1st Assistant Chief 
Todd Bettison



Q & A


